Docetaxel-induced cardiac-respiratory arrest in a patient with chronic atrial fibrillation.
Docetaxel has been approved by the Food and Drug Administration for the treatment of many cancer types, including breast cancer, head and neck cancer, lung cancer, and prostate cancer. Many severe to life-threatening side effects (Grades 3-5) of docetaxel have been reported in clinical trials, case reports, and Food and Drug Administration Adverse Events Reporting System. These include anaphylactic reactions, febrile neutropenia, fluid retention, acute respiratory distress, pleural effusion, pneumonia, and peripheral neuropathy. There were fewer cardiac toxicities reported for docetaxel as compared to paclitaxel, which were less severe. In this report, we present a clinical case of docetaxel-induced cardiac-respiratory arrest in a 62-year-old Hispanic male patient with stable chronic atrial fibrillation, who has been recently diagnosed with metastatic prostate cancer. The cardiac event developed within 15 min of docetaxel infusion during the second cycle of chemotherapy despite using recommended premedication with corticosteroids.